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Chorley East Community Forum 
 

Wednesday, 14 November 2007 at Clayton Green Sports Centre,  
Clayton-Le-Woods  

 
Present: Councillor John Walker (Chair), Councillor David Dickinson (Vice-Chair) and Councillors 
Eric Bell, Judith Boothman, Mike Devaney, Mrs Marie Gray, Mick Muncaster, Mark Perks and 
Iris Smith 
 
Also present: Councillor Peter Malpas (Executive Member for Economic Development and 
Regeneration) 
 
Co-opted Members: Councillor Pat Case (Lancashire County Council - Chorley Rural East / 
Chorley Borough Council), Mrs Margaret Livesey (Lancashire County Council - Chorley Rural 
North), Maureen Harrison (Central Lancashire Primary Care NHS Trust), PS Christina Shorrock 
(Lancashire Constabulary Offices), Emma Hoyle (Lindsay Hoyle MP), Steve McBride (District 
Team Manager, Youth and Community), Jean Cronshaw (Clayton-Le-Woods Parish Council), 
Terry Dickensen (Wheelton Parish Council), Stephen Fenn (Clayton-Le-Woods Parish Council), 
Alison Hansford (Withnell Parish Council), Dave Rogerson (Clayton-Le-Woods Parish Council), 
Janet Ross-Mills (Heapey Parish Council), Marel Urry (Hoghton Parish Councillor), Marie Walker 
(Whittle-Le-Woods Parish Council) and Stafford Woods (Whittle-le-Woods Parish Councillor) 
 
Chorley Borough Officers: Lesley-Ann Fenton (Assistant Chief Executive (Policy and 
Performance)), Jane Meek (Corporate Director (Business)), Simon Clark (Environmental Health 
Manager), Nicola Hopkins (Major Projects Officer) and Ruth Hawes (Assistant Democratic 
Services Officer) 
 
And 36 members of the public.   

 
07.19 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION BY THE CHAIR OF THE COMMUNITY 

FORUM  
 
The Chair (Councillor J Walker) welcomed everyone present to the third meeting of 
the Chorley East Community Forum and indicated that representatives of Chorley 
Borough Council and its Community Forum partners (Lancashire County Council, the 
Parish Councils within the Forum area, Lancashire Constabulary and Central 
Lancashire Primary Care Trust) were present at the meeting to answer residents’ 
queries. 
 

07.20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors Shaun Smith, 
Greg Morgan and Parish Councillor Anne Smith.   
 

07.21 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Chorley East Community Forum held at Astley 
Village Community Centre on 12 July 2007 were confirmed as a correct record. 
 

07.22 "YOU SAID WE DID"  
 
Copies of a schedule detailing the action that had been taken on relevant issues 
raised at the Chorley East Community Forum on 12 July 2007 was enclosed as part of 
the agenda package.   
 
It was noted that the issue of smoking and noise on School Lane, Brinscall, had 
improved since the last meeting.   
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It was noted that issues relating to health provision on Buckshaw Village would be 
considered later in the meeting.   
 

07.23 CHORLEY COMMUNITY AGENDA  
 
(a) Lancashire Police Issues  
 
The Chair welcomed Police Sergeant Christina Shorrock and her colleagues who 
were invited to advise the Forum of current Police initiatives and activity within the 
Chorley East Community Forum area. 
 
PS Shorrock explained that the PACT priorities were set at the monthly PACT 
meetings.  The priorities for Whittle included motorcycles causing a nuisance at the 
quarry, parking on the A6 and youths grouping in hot spots.  The priorities for Clayton-
le-Woods included the skate park and youth nuisance in Mendip Road.  For Clayton 
Brook the priorities were monitoring underage drinking, speeding and driving on 
Clayton Brook Road/Great Green Road and graffiti.   
 
The dates and venues for future meetings could be found on the Lancashire Police 
website: www.lancashirepolice.uk 
 
Questions raised at the meeting: 
A member of the public raised the issues caused by bikes.  PS Shorrock advised this 
was a difficult problem to solve as bikes don’t have registrations.  The Police were 
doing their best and would act on any information from members of the public.   
 
A member of the public queried if there was an update on recent burglaries in Whittle 
and Hoghton.  PS Shorrock reported that officers would be undertaking door to door 
enquiries and there was a lot of cross border intelligence being worked on.   
 
A member of the public raised the issue of speeding motorists in Lancaster Lane and 
lane control at The Hayrick.  PS Shorrock advised this would be targeted and noted 
that the Police could only target problems if they were aware of them.   
 
A Borough Councillor advised that parking on Chapel Street in Brinscall caused an 
issue of obstruction at the Londis.  PS Shorrock advised that was an issue between 
Parkwise and the Police and would be dealt with on a case by case basis.   
 
(b) Chorley Borough Council Issues  
 
Refuse Collection and Recycling Contract 
The Chair introduced Simon Clark, Chorley Council’s Environmental Health Manager, 
who had been invited to address the Forum on the Council’s plans to enhance its 
refuse collection and recycling service. 
 
Mr Clark reported that the Council’s current Refuse Collection and Recycling Contract 
was due to expire in March 2009 and explained the option for a redesigned service for 
which the Council would be inviting tenders.  Proposals had been drawn up in 
response to a recent survey.  The survey had shown widespread support for the 
continuation of an alternate weekly collection service and wheeled bins for recyclable 
materials. 
 
The preferred option included:  
● the new contract would commence in April 2009 and run for 10 years up to 

2019, with the introduction of a new fleet of vehicles after 5 years; 
● all collected waste, including recyclable materials, would be deposited at the 

Leyland Waste Technology Park, instead of landfill sites, from 2010; 
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● plastic sacks and containers would be replaced by an additional bin, with a 
pod insert, for the disposal of cans/plastic bottles/glass and paper/cardboard, 
in addition to the current bins for residual household waste and garden waste; 

● the introduction of a separate container for the kitchen waste of terraced, non-
garden properties to be collected weekly; 

● a single vehicle would be used to collect waste, rather than the present use of 
several collection vehicles; 

● tailored solutions (such as the use of ‘cow bins’ for specified waste products) 
would be examined for properties in multi-occupation, according to available 
financial resources. 

 
It was noted that some residents would experience problems in storing up to 3 bins.  
The proposals were the Council’s current preferred option and the Authority would 
take into account feedback from residents before decisions on the contact 
specifications were made. 
 
Anyone wishing to comment on the plans to alter the refuse collection and recycling 
contract was requested to notify Simon Clark or any member of the Waste Collection 
Team at the Civic Offices, Bengal Street, Chorley or by calling 01257 515151. 
 
Questions raised at the meeting: 
A resident queried if clinical waste could be presented.  Mr Clark advised this should 
be presented in a secure way.  Any specific requests could be made to him.   
 
A resident advised that there have been issues surrounding assisted collections 
where bins and boxes were left all over the place after having been emptied.  Mr Clark 
reported that the solution to this problem was to have a supervisor loader and 
although the position had been advertised the Council had been unable to recruit to 
the post.  In response to this two recycling response vehicles and a supervisor have 
been employed to go round two hours after collections to tidy up any mess.  Specific 
issues or problems should be reported to Mr Clark or the Waste Collection Team at 
the Bengal Street offices.    
 
A resident queried the procedure for when refuse was not collected.  Simon explained 
that if a road was blocked the vehicle should return within 3 hours or should make the 
road the first call on the next day.  If the vehicle could still not gain access bin bags 
and leaflet would be distributed to the whole area. 
 
Developments in gardens  
The Chair introduced Jane Meek, Chorley Council’s Corporate Director (Business) 
and Nicola Hopkins, Major Projects Officer, who had been invited to address the 
Forum on the Council’s planning policies on developments in gardens.   
 
Mrs Meek explained that the Council considered planning applications on planning 
policy and on details within the application, in accordance with the development plan, 
case law and guidance.  The Council could not stop people submitting planning 
applications.   
 
Officers set out the process a planning application went through and highlighted that, 
if the application was considered to be significant or controversial, the Development 
Control Committee would determine it.  Members considered all the factors and if they 
refused an application it must be on planning grounds.   
 
Mrs Meek noted that planning policy encouraged the Council to prioritise 
developments on brownfield land over greenfield land which has not previously been 
developed.  Brownfield land is defined as ‘any which is or was occupied by a 
permanent structure, including the curtilage of the developed land and any associated 
fixed surface infrastructure’.  Under this definition the policy clearly includes the 
development of associated gardens as part of any brownfield development.  For this 
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reason developers often seek out brownfield land, including properties with large 
gardens, when they want to build new homes.  
 
The Council was talking to developers about how to avoid piecemeal development but 
this is not a problem specific to Chorley. 
 
Questions raised at the meeting: 
A resident reported that Lancaster Lane was becoming a mini motorway as a result of 
the developments.  Mrs Meek advised that the Council does consult Lancashire 
County Council on highway and highway safety issues and took these comments into 
consideration when determining the application.   
 
A resident queried the process to influence decisions on developments.  Mrs Meek 
reported that policy was set in the Local Development Framework on what land should 
be used for and that members of the public could feed into the Local Development 
Framework.  Members of the public were invited to attend meetings of the 
Development Control Committee and speak on applications before Members made 
the decision.  Councillor Peter Malpas (Executive Member for Economic Development 
and Regeneration noted that if developments were for above 10 houses the Council 
insisted on some affordable housing provision as part of the development. 
 
If there were any other queries there was information on the Council’s website 
www.chorley.gov.uk or by telephoning 01257 515151.   
 
(c) Lancashire County Council Issues  
 
The Chair introduced Steve McBride (Team Manager, Youth and Community 
Services) to update the Forum on the work of the Youth and Community service within 
its area.   
 
Mr McBride outlined that services were provided across the Borough and the team 
were hoping to be fully staffed again by December.  A flavour of the projects were 
outlined, including a video project in Astley Village, a Friday youth club in the summer 
at Chorley Youth and Community Centre and a youth work session in the 
Liptrot/South West.  Work was also being undertaken on junior PACT in Clayton and a 
new project based at Applejacks for an under 18’s disco was a really positive example 
of working with all agencies.  It was hoped that bids for Youth Opportunity Fund 
money would be successful.   
 
Questions raised at the meeting: 
A Parish Councillor expressed a wish for improved facilities for young people in 
Whittle-le-Woods.  Mr McBride advised that a youth worker had been appointed for 
this area who would improve links with interested parties and facilities provided.   
 
A Parish Councillor noted that there was little provision for the Withnell and rural 
areas.  Mr McBride undertook to explore possibilities to access funding and 
opportunities and would request an item on Lancashire Locals in respect of this.   
 
(d) Parish Council Issues  
 
Prior to the Forum meeting, each Parish Council had been invited to submit any 
issues or questions which they wished to raise or promote at the meeting.  In 
response, the following issues were debated at the meeting: 
 
Over a period of years we have been contacting local Parish Councillors and the 
Highways Department with respect to the volume and speed of traffic along the A674 
Blackburn Road at Higher Wheelton.  We finally this year managed to get a Highways 
site meeting.  Where is the report and what is the plan?  County Councillor Mrs Case 
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advised that this would be progressed through the Lancashire Locals Committee and 
that the work was due to commence next spring.    
 
How radically can building plans be amended without going back to Parish Council’s 
for consultation?  Planning officers undertook to report back to the Parish Councillor.   
 
(e) Central Lancashire Primary Care NHS Trust Issues  
 
The Chair welcomed Maureen Harrison (Community Engagement) with the Central 
Lancashire Primary Care Trust) who showed a DVD highlighting the PCT’s promotion 
of its three principal goals which were: increasing longevity and improving quality of 
life, expanding services where they are most needed and empowering people and 
communities. 
  
Mrs Harrison invited views and comments on issues connected with and surrounding 
the PCT’s main aspirations so that the organisation could tailor services to meet local 
needs in its efforts to provide the best service possible. 
  
Mrs Harrison advised that the PCT were looking the provision of healthcare on 
Buckshaw Village.  A survey had been distributed to residents with 600 having been 
received back.  In the new year there would also be a consultation exercise on the 
potential for a medical centre on Buckshaw Village. 
 

07.24 BIG 3 ISSUES  
 
The Chair reported that the outcome of the recent survey to identify the three main 
concerns affecting the Chorley South Community Forum area had been inconclusive 
in that the majority of responses had identified issues that were outside the direct 
control of Chorley Council. 
  
The Council would need, therefore, to seek other opinions and determine how best 
the £12,500 allocated in the Council’s budget to fund appropriate projects in each of 
the four Community Forum areas should be spent.  
 

07.25 OPEN FORUM  
 
The Chair invited the local residents present at the meeting to raise questions and 
express views on any matters relating to the provision of local services or issues 
affecting the Angelzarke, Astley Village, Brindle, Clayton-le-Woods, Cuerden, Euxton 
(North East Ward), Heapey, Hoghton, Wheelton, Whittle-le-Woods and Withnell 
Wards. 
  
In addition, a supply of Question Cards was made available at the meeting as an 
opportunity for residents to write their enquiries or views on the cards. 
  
The Chair indicated that the appropriate Officer and/or Partner representative would 
endeavour if possible, to provide a direct response to questions and issues raised at 
the meeting.  If this was not possible, a written reply would either be sent to the 
questioner as soon as possible after the matter had been full investigated or a 
response reported to the next Forum meeting. 
  
The following issue was raised at the meeting.  The venue was not suitable as the 
meeting room was not big enough and there was no proper access for disabled 
people.  Officers apologised for the facilities at the venue.  It was a policy to vary the 
areas were each Forum was held, unfortunately all of the other venues within the 
Clayton areas were booked for this night.  This venue would not be used again. 
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07.26 FEEDBACK / ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING  
 
The Chair drew attention to the feedback cards available at the meeting and invited 
the attendees to complete them to express their views on the format, arrangements 
and conduct of the Forum meeting.  The cards could also be used to suggest items for 
consideration at the next meeting. 
 
The next meeting of the Forum would be held on Thursday 7 February 2008, the 
venue would be advised nearer the time. 
 

07.27 CLOSING REMARKS  
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, the Chair thanked all the members of the public 
present for their attendance and participation in the Community Forum meeting and 
expressed his gratitude to the Council Officers and Partner representatives for their 
contributions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 
 


